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INDUSTRIAL EXECUTIVES VISIT LABORATORY 


Industrial executives and bankers participating in the tour 
of research institutions conducted by the Division of Engineer- 
ing and Industrial Research of the National Research Council 
visited the Washington laboratory of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation on October 15 and gained first-hand information on the 
research work of the Association. 

e tour was arranged by the National Research Council 
to demonstrate to industrial executives and bankers the im- 
portance, value and varied applications of research in industry, 
enabling them by personal observation to study the philosophy 
of operation and to compare the different types of research or- 
ganizations, problems selected, and methods developed for their 
solution. 

The laboratories visited by the party during its week’s tour 
included those of the American Telephone and Telegraph Co. at 
New York, the General Electric Co. at Schenectady, the General 
Motors Corp. at Detroit, the Engineering Division, Air Service, 
at Dayton, the American Rolling Mill Co. at Middletown, the 
Aluminum Company of America and Mellon Institute at Pitts- 
burgh, and the U. S. Bureau of Standards and the National 
Canners Association at Washington. 

There were 85 men in the party when they met in the labo- 
ratory of the Bell Telephone Company in New York City on the 
morning of Tuesday, October 7. They traveled by special train 
and about a dozen dropped out of the party before Washington 
was reached. More than 60 came to the Association laboratory 
on the morning of Wednesday, October 15, and the entire fore- 
noon was spent in the laboratory. 

After a brief introductory address by the Director of the 
laboratory the party was divided into five groups and conducted, 
in turn, to four rooms in the laboratory and the motorized field ~ 
laboratory which had been stationed in the rear of the Associa- 
tion building. 
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At these five stations each group was «ddressed in turn by 
five members of the laboratory staff. The entire party was then 
reassembled and a brief summary was given and a number of 
questions discussed that had been suggested by inquiries received 
during the morning. 

In this way the theory of cooperative research was discussed 
and the policies and methods developed in the Association’s labo- 
ratories for conducting cooperative research were stated. The 
development and results of the Association’s various research 
problems were also described. The entire party showed great 
interest in every detail of the program. 


NAVY SEEKS CANNED FOOD BIDS 
The Navy Department is asking for bids on canned sauer- 
kraut, 45,000 pounds for delivery at the Navy Yard at Boston, 
120,000 pounds at Brooklyn, 40,000 pounds at Philadelphia, 190,- 
000 pounds at Hampton Roads, and 120,000 pounds at Mare 
Island. Bids are to be opened at 10 a. m., November 25. 


Bids are also being asked on a quantity of canned raisins, 
60,000 pounds for delivery at Brooklyn, 70,000 pounds at Hamp- 
ton Roads, and 30,000 pounds at Mare Island. These bids are to 
be opened at 10 a. m., December 2. 

Schedules on which to submit bids may be obtained from the 
—e My Supplies and Accounts, Navy Department, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

DRY EDIBLE BEAN CROP FORECAST 

The crop of dry edible beans is estimated in the October 
report of the Department of Agriculture at 20,834,000 bushels, 
compared with 19,693,000 bushels produced in 1929 and a five- 
year average of 17,323,000 bushels. The bean crop is larger than 
was expected a month ago, due largely to exceptionally heavy 
yields in the Rocky Mountain states and to less than the usual 
amount of loss of acreage. 


Colorado will produce approximately 3,553,000 bushels of 
beans, mostly pintos, which, added to the disappointing crop of 
920,000 bushels of pintos in New Mexico gives almost 4,500,000 
bushels of this variety, nearly double the five-year average crop 
of about 2.300.090 hushels and much above last year’s large crop 
of about 4,000,000 bushels. 

The Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho crop of beans, mostly 
of the great northern variety, is estimated at 3,565,000 bushels 
compared with about 3,122,000 bushels last year, and 2,148,000 
bushels average. 

The crops in Michigan and New York, composed mostly of 
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small white pea beans, are thrashing out somewhat better than 
expected, and are now estimated at 6,281,000 bushels, compared 
with 6,941,000 bushels last year and 7,866,000 bushels average. 

The California crop is slightly below earlier expectations, 
being set at 5,948,000 bushels compared with 5,075,000 bushels 
last year and a 4,629,000 bushel average. Production of stand- 
ard limas in California will be about the same as last year, but 
there will be an increase of 5 to 10 per cent of “baby” limas. 
Slight increases in the production of blackeyes and small white 
beans compared with last year are also reported from California. 


TRUCK CROP MARKETS 

Two things were very striking in the produce situation dur- 
ing the week ended October 11, according to the U. S. Market 
News Service: October crop reports for nearly all fruits and 
vegetables were increased over the September estimates, and 
prices of practically all products declined during the week. 

Production prospects for sweet potatoes were increased by 
7 per cent to a total of 67,666,000 bushels. This is still one-fifth 
lighter than the 1929 crop and about 9 per cent below average. 

As the apple harvest progresses, the fruit appears to be 
making more volumes than at first expected. October forecast 
indicates a total crop of 153,370,000 bushels, or 5 per cent more 
than the September estimate and 8 per cent above the light 1929 
crop. The commercial crop may total 31,860,000 barrels, or 95,- 
580,000 bushels. The North Central area and the Southern 
states have relatively short crops. North Atlantic states have 
good prospects, and the three Pacific Coast states together look 
for a crop one-fifth above average. 

The total peach crop is now estimated at 49,255,000 bushels. 
This is about 3,500,000 more than the small outturn of 1929, 
but 7,500,000 less than the five-year average. Quality was gen- 
erally good, though drought reduced the size of the fruit in 
many states. 


There was only a small increase in the October forecast of 
pear production. Approximately 25,000,000 bushels are now ex- 
pected, or about 3,500,000 more than last year. The 1930 crop 
is the largest on record, except for that of 1926. 

Citrus fruits still give promise of heavy production. Florida 
now expects a commercial crop of 13,500,000 boxes of oranges 
and 9,000,000 boxes of grapefruit. This total of 22,500,000 com- 
pares with commercial production of 14,200,000 boxes last year 
and is only a little less than the record production of 1928. Cali- 
fornia citrus fruits show a condition nearly 85 per cent of nor- 
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mal. Florida grapefruit shipments increased last week to 530 
cars and Florida oranges totaled 42 cars. California shipped 
only 465 cars of oranges, as against 1,275 a year ago. 

The crop of domestic-type cabbage in late states is now 
forecast at 266,400 tons and the Danish-type cabbage at 284,300 
tons. Each kind is 5 per cent heavier than the production of last 
season. New York and Wisconsin together have 60 per cent of 
all the domestic-tvre and about 80 per cent of the Danish-type 
cabbage this year. 


Forwardings of grapes increased greatly to 10,700 cars for 
the seven-day period. This is fully 3,000 more than during the 
same week last season. About 8,650 cars moved from California 
alone, and New York, Pennsylvania, and Michigan were active. 


Apples required 8,020 cars, an increase of nearly one-third 
over the preceding week. Eastern movement, however, was 
much lighter than a year ago. Washington led with heavy out- 
put of 3,170 cars. 


Pear shipments decreased to 1,065 cars, of which Washing- 
ton furnished 395, New York 270, California 180, and Oregon 
150 cars. 

Cabbage declined at shipping points and was generally 
weaker in consuming centers. Movement of all states increased 
to 1,470 cars, New York and Wisconsin leading. Colorado 
shipped 135 cars. 

Combined movement of 34 fruits and vegetables reached 
the high mark of the year at 35,160 cars, or only slightly less 
than at the same time in 1929. 


CARLoT SHIPMENTS 


Total Total 
Oct. Sept.28 Oct. this sea- last sea- Total 
5-11 Oct. 4 6-12 sonto son to last 


Commodity 1980 1980 1920) Oct. 11) 12 season 
Apples, total .. 8018 6,400 9,288 31,607 34,816 102,825 
Sastern states 2,854 2,083 4.776 18,955 22,554 51,444 
Western states 5,164 4,367 4.507 17,742 12,262 61,381 
Cabbage ...... 1,328 1477 28,614 30,200 44,144 
Carrots: 
1931 season ... oa 81 52 67 133 121 10,219 
1930 season ....... 63 108 10,219 10,108 12,142 
Cauliflower ......... 156 162 220 1,416 1,742 9,540 
Cue 41 55 24 7,218 7,235 7,409 
Green M4 22 6,570 5,075 5,160 
Mixed Nec — fruit...... 108 118 86 5,475 4,923 5,102 
Mixed 408 408 406 §=25,655 27,688 82,430 
Peaches .... ae 54 187 82 38,155 35,480 35,451 
1,420 900 «24,047 18,028 21,146 
Peppers ... siararlaaeta 82 53 98 2,431 2,908 8,332 
Plums and prunes: s 51 49 8,604 6,028 6,046 
Spinach eee 27 24 52 y 9.915 10,848 
String beans ........ . 65 42 155 7,004 8,626 
900 727 20,475 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS 


The week ended October 14 was abnormally warm over most 
sections east of the Rocky Mountains, according to the weekly 
report of the U. S. Weather Bureau, and was generally cool to 
the westward. There was again considerable rainfall in the 
great central valleys, the western lake region, and the south- 
west, with some heavy amounts for the season in parts of the 
Rocky Mountain area. There were also light to moderate rains 
throughout the Pacific Coast states. 


In the more eastern states, rains the latter part of the week 
in the south Atlantic section were very helpful, and at its close 
beneficial amounts had extended as far northward as North 
Carolina. In the middle Atlantic area, however, especially in 
the Virginias and Maryland, the drought continues unabated, 
with springs and streams showing further decline, and the water 
situation serious in many localities. Dry weather continued also 
in the north Atlantic states, with good rains urgently needed. 
There was no frost damage reported during the week. The gen- 
eral situation is now favorable, except in the still droughty East. 

For the entire period, April to September, West Virginia, 
Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Pennsylvania and Tennessee had 
the least rainfall of record, while Ohio and Michigan had the 
least since 1895, and Missouri since 1901. In the case of West 
Virginia, the seasonal total was 35 per cent below the previous 
low record; in Maryland, 22 per cent; Virginia, 48 per cent, and 
Kentucky, 18 per cent. For the spring and summer months com- 
bined, March to August, the table shows that nine states had the 
least rainfall of record, while eight broke the previous low record 
for July and August combined. 


EMPLOYMENT IN SEPTEMBER 


Thirteen major industrial groups, having in September 
4,835,873 employees whose combined earnings in one week were 
$121,664,306, show an increase in employment of 1 per cent and 
an increase of 1.4 per cent in pay roll totals as compared with 
August, according to the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Increased employment in September was shown in 4 of the 
13 industrial groups; canning and preserving reached what 
usually is the industry’s peak with an increase of 32.8 per cent. 
Anthracite mining and bituminous coal mining showed the effect 
of autumn demands with increases of 17 per cent and 1.5 per 
cent, respectively, and retail trade responded to the autumn 
season with an increase of 7.5 per cent. Decreased employment 
was shown in the remaining 9 industrial groups. 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS 


Bank debits, outside New York City, for the week ended 
October 11 showed a decline from the preceding week and were 
lower than a year ago. Loans and discounts of Federal reserve 
member banks also declined from both prior periods. Interest 
rates on time money were higher than a week ago while call 
rates showed no change. Both rates were lower than a year ago. 

Wholesale prices, as measured by Fisher’s Index, for the 
first time in several weeks showed an upward tendency. As 
compared with the same period in 1929, a marked decline was 
noted. 

Movement of commodities by rail, as shown by statistics for 
the latest reported week, was more than for the preceding week, 
but less than for the same week a year ago. 

Car Loapines 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous LC. L. Other 
Week ended October 4...... 972,492 303,880 244,855 383,748 
Preceding week .... 150,881 882,165 244,733 823,483 
Corresponding week, 1929... 1,170,047 470,020 272,900 427,019 
Corresponding week, 1928 _. 1,187,082 473,003 271,584 441,455 


WHOLESALE PRICES IN SEPTEMBER 

The general level of wholesale prices in September varied 
little from the August level, but tended upward, according to 
the index number of the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. This 
index number, which is based on 550 commodities or price series 
in 1926 as 100.0, stands at 84.2 for September, compared with 
84.0 for the month before. Food as a whole rose appreciably in 
price, the net increase being nearly 214 per cent. Among articles 
increasing in price were canned beans and corn. 


FARM PRICE SITUATION 
The index of farm prices advanced 3 points from 108 on 
August 15 to 111 on September 15, but was 30 points below a 
year ago. From September 15 to October 10 prices for most 
farm products at the central markets have shown a downward 
tendency, and the average of farm prices has probably lost the 
gain made in September. 


WHITE NAMED ON FOOD STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

The appointment of Dr. W. B. White, chief of the food con- 
trol laboratory, Food and Drug Administration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, as a member of the Food Standards Com- 
mittee, has been approved by Secretary of Agriculture Arthur 
M. Hyde. This appointment fills the vacancy created by the 
death of Dr. R. W. Balcom, former chief of the food control 
laboratory. 
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TARIFF HEARINGS ANNOUNCED 


The United States Tariff Commission has announced the 
dates of hearings to be held under the flexible provisions of the 
Tariff Act as follows: October 28, straw hats; October 30, iron 
in pigs; November 5, 1930, woven wire fencing and netting; No- 
vember 6, ultramarine blue; November 7, smokers’ articles— 
pipes, pipe bowls, cigar and cigarette holders, and mouthpieces ; 
November 11, pigskin leather; November 12, maple sugar and 
maple syrup; November 13, wood flour; November 14, wool felt 
hats; November 18, wool floor coverings n. s. p. f.; November 19, 
furniture of wood; November 20, bent-wood furniture; Novem- 
ber 21, soups. 

ESTIMATED CRANBERRY PRODUCTION 


The forecast of the U. S. Department of Agriculture for the 
production of cranberries in 1930, based on conditions as of Octo- 
ber 1, is 562,500 barrels, as compared with 546,500 barrels in 
1929. The production in the various states is estimated as fol- 
lows: Massachusetts, 382,000; New Jersey, 131,000; Wisconsin, 
42,000 ; Washington, 4,000; Oregon, 3,500. 


FRUIT IN COLD STORAGE 


Cold storage holdings of fruit on October 1, as reported by 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, were: 


October 1, October 1, 
1930 1920 
Apples: 


Baskets. 
Pears: 
344 1,395,000 
Baskets . 525,000 279,000 
Frozen and preserved fruit (pounds)... 80,781,000 61,348,000 57,354,000 


POULTRY USED IN CANNING 

The quality of poultry canned or used for canning by 31 
firms reporting in September was 2,323,434 pounds, as compared 
with 2,690,175 pounds reported by 32 firms in August. The 
U. S. Market News Service reports the quantity as follows, the 
figures for drawn poultry having been converted to an undrawn 

basis, assuming a 25 per cent shrinkage in drawing: 
September, 1930 August, 1980a 

Pounds 


Pou 


Dressed poultry canned or used in canning 717, 2,044,211 
Drawn poultry canned or used in canning 645,064 


2,690,175 
82 
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BURMESE MARKET FOR IMPORTED FOODS 
The market for imported foodstuffs in Burma is discussed 
in Trade Information Bulletin No. 724, issued by the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. According to this bulletin 
imported food products are in most cases luxuries to the majority 
of Burmese natives, but the people are free spenders within the 
limit of their means and will purchase foreign foods that appeal 
to their taste. For the last fiscal year imports of foodstuffs from 
the United States into Burma were valued at about $600,000. 


REPRINT OF ADDRESS AVAILABLE 


A paper on the influence of the canning industry in the 
changing dietary, presented by Dr. E. F. Kohman, of the Na- 
tional Canners Association’s Research Laboratory, at the meet- 
ing of the Massachusetts Dietetic Association last January, has 
been issued as a reprint from the Journal of the American 
Dietetic Association. Copies will be furnished to members upon 
request. 


SAN FRANCISCO RESTAURANT REPORT ISSUED 


A detailed analysis of the restaurant industry of San Fran- 
cisco is presented in a report issued by the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. The 1,184 food-serving places in San 
Francisco covered by the survey, estimated to represent nearly 
97 per cent of such establishments in that city, reported annual 
sales of nearly $47,000,000 and represented an investment in 


the industry at the present valuation of approximately 
$10,000,000. 


BULLETIN ISSUED ON BLUEBERRY 


The propagation of the high-bush blueberry is the subject 
of Special Bulletin No. 202 issued by the Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station at East Lansing, Mich. 
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